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Loveland Habitat for Humanity Recognized for Uniquely Blue Outreach Program
Loveland, CO – Loveland Habitat for Humanity was awarded the 2011 Nicholson Award for Innovation in Capacity Building during the recent Camp Colorado Conference, an annual event which brings together Habitat affiliates from four western states. 
Habitat Representatives from Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico and Utah gathered at Beaver Creek for the 3-day conference which highlights training sessions keynote speakers and a series of annual awards. Loveland Habitat won the Nicholson Award for its “Blue Into Green” jean recycling day at it ReStore hosted last August with event partner The Workwear Store and Cotton USA. 
The Loveland Habitat Blue Into Green event was part of the nationwide program “Cotton From Blue To Green.”  With a tagline of Changing the World One Pair of Jeans at a Time, the Cottonfrombluetogreen.org  program converted blue jeans to UltraTouch™ Natural Cotton Fiber Insulation. The insulation is then provided to communities in need to assist with building efforts. It takes just 500 pairs of jeans to insulate an average home.

Area residents were invited to bring their old blue jeans to the Loveland Habitat ReStore, located at 5250 N. Garfield, for recycling and those who did had a chance to win a new pair of jeans from The Workwear Store. Nearly 4,000 pairs of jeans were collected during the initiative. And hundreds of people visited the ReStore to donate.

“It really was a wonderful win-win campaign,” said Gwen Stephenson, Executive Director for Loveland Habitat for Humanity. “We recycled so many jeans that might have ended up in the landfill, we brought new customers to our ReStore and the partnership with The Workwear Store and Cotton USA was perfect.”

The Nicholson Award for Innovation in Capacity Building (named for Dan Nicholson, former Habitat for Humanity Colorado Board President) was created to recognize the outstanding affiliate or ReStore for innovation in reaching new constituents. This is the first time Loveland Habitat for Humanity has received the award.
Loveland Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit housing ministry helps build simple, decent and affordable homes with people in need, while striving to make affordable housing a matter of conscience throughout the Loveland area and around the world. For more information, please call 970-669-9769.
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