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Loveland Habitat for Humanity travels to Paraguay to Build Homes for Teachers
Loveland, Colorado and beyond. February 4th, 2011:  Forty one volunteers from across Colorado will travel to Paraguay to build houses with the Habitat for Humanity of Paraguay.  The team includes Gwen Stephenson who will work with local people to build five new homes for teachers during their ten-day visit.

“The team is very excited at the thought of new experiences they will encounter during their trip,” commented Stefka Fanchi, Executive Director of Habitat Colorado. “We are looking forward to living and working in the community, meeting new people, learning new skills and helping 5 teachers and their families build their own homes.  It’s really cool that staff, volunteers, and donors representing 13 different Habitat for Humanity affiliates are coming together to build safe, decent affordable housing in another county.”

The volunteers will work under the supervision of local skilled trades-people, doing jobs such as digging, mixing mortar, lifting bricks, carpentry, plastering, and painting. They will work with other local volunteers and the families who will live in the homes. Habitat for Humanity homes are different all over the world. In Paraguay, they are constructed in clay block technology and cost approximately $6,000, as opposed to typical homes in Loveland, CO which cost an average of $65,000 and are frame construction.
In Paraguay, more than 1.1 million individuals suffer from extreme poverty earning less than $1 USD a day.  Less than 40% of the rural population has access to water services.  Those families in need who purchase HFH homes repay about $52 USD a month, which is put into a fund used to build more houses.

The 41 volunteers will be helping Habitat for Humanity of Paraguay’s teacher’s build, where they build homes for teachers, allowing them to remain in the school district.  This trip is part of Habitat for Humanity of Colorado’s 1000 Homes Campaign, where the state is building 1000 homes in Colorado and in Paraguay in just 3 years. 
The Loveland Affiliate will build its 100th in 2011. Loveland will also host a sister Teacher Build in June of 2011. 
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For further information about the Global Village trip please contact: Karen Murray Boston or Gwen Stephenson at the Loveland Habitat for Humanity, 669-9769.

About Habitat for Humanity:

Habitat for Humanity is a nondenominational Christian nonprofit dedicated to eliminating poverty housing, by building and rehabilitating housing that is safe, decent, and affordable.  Habitat for Humanity has built more than 400,000 houses; more than one and a half million people are living in Habitat for Humanity homes they helped build and own through low-cost, 0% mortgage. Habitat for Humanity has positively affected lives in 3,000 communities around the globe. For more information visit www.habitat.org









