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Local Architect Brings Love of Teaching Green to Loveland Habitat at an Affordable Cost: Pro Bono

(Loveland, CO) - Jeffery Kruger, architect and project manager with Kruger Architects and Planners, Inc., is a great advocate for affordable housing and Loveland Habitat for Humanity. He is also a “green” designer and teaches these principles to his Residential Construction Drawing students at Front Range Community College. Kruger has now put all his loves under one collective roof – so to speak – and is preparing to unveil his students’ affordable, green home designs to Loveland Habitat on December 8. Kruger sees this as a way his firm gives back to the community he has received so much from.
Kruger has been involved on a contractor Pro Bono basis with Loveland Habitat for Humanity since 2006. He will be honored by Habitat on December 8 prior to the unveiling of his students’ designs. Kruger’s affiliation with Loveland Habitat came from the mistakes of another, an unfortunate situation he explains, but one that just seemed meant to be.

“The home plans designed for Loveland Habitat by another firm did not fit on the lots in Boise Village North. I knew the Habitat director at the time and she asked if I would look at them. I was hooked from there. My new goal was to design a home that was affordable and green since I was getting my Green Build Certification at the time and felt this was a wonderful project in 
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which to plug into my program,” said Kruger.
Kruger’s partnership resulted in the design of not just one home, but eight separate designs, each with second option looks.  The homes carry a classic bungalow/cottage look, one he is confident will continue to sustain its popularity well into the future. He also believes the homes in Boise Village offer the opportunity to show off affordable housing in a beauty through simplicity visual and the use of efficient well designed floor plans.

I wanted to work with Loveland Habitat because we both have the desire to change the face of affordable housing in Loveland. These homes can fit in any neighborhood and still look beautiful,” Kruger added.

Habitat Executive Director Gwen Stephenson could not agree more. “The houses are the most attractive in the neighborhood.”
Because Kruger, who is a LEED Accredited Professional, practices what he preaches, he has integrated his smaller and greener is better mantra into his classroom, his 11 students this semester have learn how to design homes that use efficient use of space, passive solar, green construction techniques and something he believes is the most valuable lesson he can teach: giving back to your community.

“The students toured Boise Village North at the beginning of the semester and chose a lot in which to work with,” he said. “By partnering with Habitat, I hope to teach them the social aspect of work and also how to pitch their designs to an actual client.”

The students’ opportunity will come December 8 as they present their designs to Loveland Habitat during an evening meeting. Kruger hopes the designs will be incorporated into Habitat’s future neighborhoods. He also is working on his own Habitat home designs that will feature even more energy efficient and environmentally friendly materials. And even with these 
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added features, Kruger maintains they will not raise the cost of the affordable homes.
“I never really thought about partnering with Habitat. Everything just seemed to fall into place and came together at the same time. None of it was planned, “said Kruger who now finds almost 30 percent of his business throughout Northern Colorado is Pro Bono. “I get so much out of all of this. My reward is more than just financial.”
Executive Director, Gwen Stephenson, added, “Jeff Krueger is an exceptional architect and person. He has a passion for affordable housing and has provided more than $100,000 worth of his professional design time in order to create remarkable Habitat homes in Loveland! We thank Jeff for his incredible gift to our affiliate and the families we serve.” 
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